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The pyramid shape on the left is great in an earthquake. This particular building is in San Francisco. During the 1989 Loma Prita Quake, its 29 storeys swayed a bit but didn’t fall down.














The beehive shape on the left is another great design. It is short and squat and keeps its feet firmly on the ground.




















Shock absorbers are giant rubber pads used to soak up shock waves. Build them into a wall and it reduces the shaking. They have been used on the Golden Gate Bridge in earthquake-prone San Francisco.








Open space is the safest place to be during an earthquake as there is little danger of being hit by anything.





Once an earthquake has happened, it’s best to find open space, away from buildings, trees, chimneys, power lines or anything else that could fall on top of you.





However, if you are inside wait until the earthquake has stopped. Otherwise you might be hit by flying glass or debris. The general rule is: if you’re inside, stay inside and if you’re outside, stay put.





Earthquakes often break gas pipes and snap power lines. This can cause fires which often kill more people than the earthquake itself.





In San Francisco they have fitted flexible gas and electricity cables to help stop fractures and fires.





This costs a lot of money and poorer countries do not have the spare money to prepare for an earthquake.














On September 1st every year the Japanese have an earthquake training day. This is to educate children and adults as to what to do during an earthquake. This includes


Stocking up on supplies


Listening to the radio for information and advice


Fixing up a meeting place for after the quake in case people get split up


Turning off gas and electricity


Crouching under a table or in a doorway











Special glass has been designed by the Japanese that breaks into small pieces so it does not hurt people when it falls from buildings.





Special wallpaper has been designed it looks like a roll of shiny black plastic, when it’s hung on the wall and dry, it is 17 times harder than steel. So instead of the wall breaking during an earthquake the seismic super-paper holds it all together.








